88             Relations with England and France

The overthrow of the Danish power on the southern shore of the Baltic
opened the way for the further development of German colonisation and
missionary enterprise. The work of the Knights of the Sword in Livonia
and Esthonia proceeded uninterrupted by Danish rivalry. The year
before the final settlement of the entanglement with Denmark Frederick
had confirmed the grant of Prussia made by the Polish Duke Conrad of
Masovia to the Teutonic Knights. This was the beginning of the conquest
and colonisation of that region which centuries later gave its name to the
dominating power in Germany.

In his attitude towards the western kingdoms, France and England,
Engelbert found himself acutely at variance with his master. After the
death of Philip Augustus war again broke out between England and
France, and Louis VIII approached Frederick with the object of renewing
the alliance concluded at Vaucouleurs in 1212; he succeeded so far as
to obtain from the Emperor a promise that neither he nor any of his
subjects should conclude any alliance with England (Catania, November
1223). This was merely continuing the traditional and natural Hohen-
staufen policy. Engelbert on the other hand adopted a different course,
and he may be accused of acting in this matter too much as the represen-
tative of Cologne, too little as the statesman of the Hohcnstaufen. The
commercial interests of Cologne were inseparably bound up with those of
England, and the archbishop had much at heart the welfare of his city;
he had done much to foster its economic prosperity, and so greatly did
it flourish that already in his day it became a common saying "wer Koln
nicht gesehen hat, hat Deutschland nicht gesehen.'"1 He set to work
therefore to bring about an alliance with England, which he hoped to
seal by the marriage of the young Henry, whom he had crowned king
at Aix-la-Chapelle on 8 May 1222, with Princess Isabella, the sister of
Henry III.

He was successful in quashing a counter-proposal for a marriage of the
young king with a French princess, which seems to have been put forward
at an interview with Louis VIII near Toul in November 1224. But he
could make no headway with his own project An embassy headed by
Walter Mauclerc, Bishop of Carlisle, did indeed visit Germany to nego-
tiate the business, but the ambassadors found opinion in Germany
decisively against the match, and they returned home without accomplish-
ing anything8. Neither an English nor a French marriage commended
itself to the princes, for they had a candidate of their own, the daughter
of Ottokar, King of Bohemia, with whom an enormous dowry was offered
as an inducement to the Emperor. Duke Leopold of Austria was dis-
patched to San Germano to gain the Emperor's consent; but it was not
Ottokar's but Leopold's own daughter Margaret whom Frederick selected

1  Quoted Jastrow and Winter, p. 361.

2  The alliance with France concluded by Frederick in 1223 was, after Engelbert's
death, ratified by King Henry at Trent, 11 June 1226.